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he was particularly poor in dealing with abstractions and
likewise somewhat below par in auditory memory powers,
arithmetic might have been approached from the concrete
aspects and with emphasis on visual memory as a means
of control.

In any case, the school had not met his needs ade-
quately. Had the special defect been so excessive that
the boy could not be taught arithmetic even by adapted
methods, the school should have been aware of the ne-
cessity for so guiding the boy vocationally that he might
have avoided sure failure. The school authorities should
have been able to give to the parents the advice which
was offered at the time of our study.

Case 9. In this case is illustrated the fact that with
normal ability to form arbitrary associations and with
no defect in memory for numbers, there still may be
failure in arithmetic because the concept of number is
lacking.

Mary L., 11 years old, appeared at first as extremely
bright. She was such an alert, active girl, she talked so
well and interestingly about many things, that she made
a most favorable impression. On a wide range of tests
for determining mental ability Mary did very well. She
did construction tests in a rational manner; she showed
good apperceptive ability; she had no difficulty in asso-
ciating arbitrary symbols and learned them with ease.
On the Binet scale she graded to age, but even more
interesting was the fact that on the common-sense tests
included in that scale she did exceedingly well. She
showed much shrewdness and good judgment for a girl
of her age; her sense of humor was keen, she very quickly
perceived the absurd situations in the so-called incon-
gruities test; her answers were always relevant and well
expressed. Her memory powers for rote material were
just about ixormal for her age, neither exceptionally good